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with a recitation of the evolution of 
photovoltaic cells and the different 
types of materials that go into the pro-
duction of photovoltaic cells and their 
application in a wide diversity of uses. 

The gentleman deserves enormous 
credit in his own right for his studious 
and thoughtful leadership on the com-
mittee and the several responsibilities 
that he has held, economic develop-
ment and railroads and in the public 
buildings and grounds arena. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore yielding to our next speaker, I just 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. And I would just tell the chair-
man of the committee that I learned 12 
years ago that if I was going to be in 
the same room with the gentleman, I 
had to do my homework, and so it was 
something that I knew I had to do. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to 
yield such time as he might consume 
to the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I also 
want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR for 
bringing this legislation through com-
mittee and to the floor in a very expe-
ditious way. 

I rise today in support of the com-
monsense piece of legislation which I 
hope will serve as an example of work-
ing hard and smart toward energy inde-
pendence in America. 

I have long been a proponent of this 
kind of affordable alternative lighting 
method, and energy production meth-
od, and have voted before for increases 
in using solar panels which produce no 
air pollution or a single ounce of haz-
ardous waste. 

As the leader in securing our energy 
independence and promoting safe and 
effective energy alternatives, I fully 
support the Department of Energy’s 
retrofitting of solar panels to reduce 
energy consumption and, in fact, retro-
fitting in other areas, Federal build-
ings with more such that we can get 
more efficient energy technology in 
place. I am confident that through the 
Department of Energy’s leadership in 
utilizing this lighting technology, the 
United States, as a whole, can make 
significant progress towards greater 
energy efficiency and independence. 

All of us in this room have said our 
Nation needs to be more energy inde-
pendent. 
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There is no magic wand which will 
make it so. It takes many steps to get 
to the end of the path we are traveling, 
and it will take many people to make 
this goal a reality. 

Today we have the opportunity to 
take another step down that path. I 
urge my colleagues to give us the 
means to take this step by passing H.R. 
798. 

I also want to commend Chairman 
OBERSTAR. Many years ago there was a 
country western song by Barbara 
Mandrell that said she was country be-

fore country was cool, through her 
song, and I would say that you are very 
much a proponent of this legislation, a 
proponent of these things when it 
wasn’t cool. And as Mr. LATOURETTE 
said, perhaps if we had done some of 
those things many years ago, as you 
were insisting then, we would be in 
much better shape from an energy 
standpoint in our Nation today. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Again I thank the gentleman from 
Arkansas for his thoughtfulness. And I 
recall our very pleasant visit to his dis-
trict on transportation and economic 
development issues many years ago 
when we saw so much of the progress 
that has been done through the Eco-
nomic Development Administration, 
the need for highway investments, for 
which the gentleman has been a strong 
advocate. And I also remember a very 
special feeling, the presentation by the 
Fort Smith Chamber of Commerce of a 
unique award: a noose. I don’t know 
what happened to it. I never did take 
possession of it to bring back with me, 
but someday I will make a return visit 
to Fort Smith. There is a long story we 
need not describe in this setting about 
Fort Smith and its role in the early 
days of territories and frontiers. 

The sun wall design, as these posters 
describe it, will be a very attractive fa-
cility aesthetically but attractive 
energywise and more than a statement, 
a demonstration by the Federal Gov-
ernment, the leadership role that it 
can play and it should play in moving 
the Nation toward energy independ-
ence. 

The Department of Energy conducted 
an analysis some time ago of the po-
tential for photovoltaics and dem-
onstrated that in a 100-mile by 100-mile 
square area of the Arizona desert, all 
the energy needs of the United States 
could be produced by photovoltaics. 
Well, we are making a start on that 
commitment with this legislation, 
moving in the right direction. It is long 
overdue, but we are making that step 
in the right direction. 

I thank my colleagues on the com-
mittee, Chairman MICA for his willing-
ness to move ahead with this legisla-
tion; and the gentleman from Ohio for 
his thoughtful and studious advocacy 
of the legislation; and Ms. NORTON, the 
Chair of our Public Buildings and Eco-
nomic Development Subcommittee, for 
their participation in bringing the bill 
to this point. 

If there are no further speakers, if 
the gentleman yields back, we will 
yield back our time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, if I 
could just yield myself a moment to 
close before yielding back my time. 

When the chairman was talking 
about Arkansas, I too had the pleasure 
of being in Arkansas, I think, before 
Mr. BOOZMAN was elected to the Con-
gress, when one of the Hutchinsons was 
in that seat, and I had the pleasure of 
meeting John Paul Hammerschmidt, 
whom I know that the gentleman 

knows and was fond of working with 
for so many years. Just to show how we 
all come from different places, I no-
ticed that all the wildlife in Arkansas 
was nervous when we were down there, 
particularly the raccoons. And another 
one of our colleagues, MARION BERRY, 
was with us on that trip for the open-
ing of a new airport, and he indicated 
that his largest fundraiser was a rac-
coon roast. And I had not experienced 
that until he I had gone down to the 
gentleman’s district as well. 

I urge passage of the bill, and I thank 
the gentleman very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
no raccoons will be caught in the en-
ergy wall because that is the sort of 
place that raccoons like to frequent. 

Again, I thank my colleagues for 
their participation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 798. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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EXPORTS TO CHINA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110– 
14) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the provisions of 
section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105–261), I 
hereby certify that the export to the 
People’s Republic of China of the fol-
lowing items is not detrimental to the 
U.S. space launch industry, and that 
the material and equipment, including 
any indirect technical benefit that 
could be derived from such exports, 
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the 
People’s Republic of China: 

Twenty Honeywell model QA 750 
accelerometers to be incorporated into 
railway geometry measurement sys-
tems for China’s Ministry of Railways. 

Equipment and technology associ-
ated with the production and testing of 
composite components for Boeing com-
mercial aircraft. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 11, 2007. 
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